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2 Kick-Off           
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Realize your childhood dreams!
But what if light-hearted dreams turn into nightmares?



Technology = (Neutral) Lever
Greed and laziness drive us to

– increase our productivity

– make our lives easier

… which is fine except:
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Problem: Technological progress 
far outperforms moral progress



Software is eating the world!
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… because it is more productive
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The bigger wave is just coming…
Machine learning will eat the world like nothing before it.



Computers have just learned …
… how to see, read, write and classify.
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http://www.ted.com/talks/jeremy_howard_the_wonderful_and_terrifying_implications_of_computers_that_can_learn


Automation brings abundance
Many industries will 
be transformed into 
pure AI industries…

Capital:⬆, Wages:⬇
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Should be beneficial if we manage 
it well – but we are not prepared!

http://www.amazon.com/b?node=8037720011
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Make sure to work above the API!
… and take care of all the people that work(ed) below it.

http://www.forbes.com/sites/anthonykosner/2015/02/04/google-cabs-and-uber-bots-will-challenge-jobs-below-the-api/


We’ll give robots full autonomy
… because of

– increased speed

– high complexity

– risk of jamming

Current examples:

– financial markets

– auton. weapons
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AI is the ultimate 
productivity boost!



A rational agent will strive to …
– stay functional (self-preservation)

– keep its goal (goal-preservation)

– get stuff (resource accumulation)

– be smarter (intelligence explosion)
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The problem is not malevolence but dif-
ferent goals and higher decision quality!
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2014: A turning point in AI safety!
Many smart people take superintelligence very seriously.

http://futureoflife.org/misc/ai_conference


Kaspar Etter ETH Zurich                         
kaspar.etter@gbs-schweiz.org	 4 March 2015                                         
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Discussion
www.superintelligence.ch

With great power 
comes great 

responsibility!
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The Great Decoupling
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http://andrewmcafee.org/2012/12/the-great-decoupling-of-the-us-economy/
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http://www.shivonzilis.com/machineintelligence


Reinforcement Learning by
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http://www.theguardian.com/technology/2015/feb/25/google-develops-computer-program-capable-of-learning-tasks-independently
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Exponential Improvements
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http://waitbutwhy.com/2015/01/artificial-intelligence-revolution-1.html

